CHAPTER XI
ACCIDENTS AFTER PARTURITION
THE accidents occurring subsequent to parturition are rather
diverse, and not infrequently complicate the difficulties
already alluded to as hindering natural birth. They may
occur either during parturition, immediately after delivery, or
within a few days subsequent to that event.
In addition to the accidents, there are diseases which
appear during the puerperal period, though the distinction
between them and the former is not always easy to establish.
Some of the complications just alluded to may succeed a
perfectly normal delivery, or an accidental abortion, as well
as a difficult birth.
The accidents consecutive to or accompanying parturition
may be enumerated as follows: (1) Retention of the foetal
envelopes in the uterus, and its consequences; (2) Post-partum
haemorrhage from the genital organs; (3) Displacement or hernia
of one or more of the internal genital organs through the vulva ;
(4) Traumatic lesions of the genital or neighbouring organs.
Some of these accidents are either very serious in them-
selves or in their consequences, and require the greatest
skill to remedy; or they are comparatively trifling, and
easily repaired.
RETENTION OP THE FCETAL EF7ELOPES.
The retention of the foetal envelopes, placenta, " secun-
dines," or "after-birth," beyond a certain time after the
expulsion of the foetus from the uterus must be looked upon
as an accidental or pathological condition which requires
attention. It has been already shown that the placenta is
443